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SUBJECT: PLANNED INCREASE IN US GROUND EORCES EUROPE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 014401 


REF: USNATO 273, DTG 1 1 1320Z JAN 78 

YOU SHOULD DRAW ON THE EOLLOWING IN DISCUSSING WITH SYG 
LUNS AND OTHER OEEICIALS PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT 
TO THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL JANUARY 6 THAT QUOTE THE 
NUMBER OE US SOLDIERS IN EUROPE WIT T, INCREASE BY MORE 
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THAN 8,000 IN THE NEXT YEAR AND A HALF, AND WE WILL 
SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVE OUR REINLORCEMENT CAPABILITY. 
UNQUOTE. THE PRESIDENT MADE THE STATEMENT IN THE CONTEXT 
OE DETAILING STEPS THE US HAS UNDERWAY TO CARRY OUT THE 
DEEENSE INITIATIVES APPROVED AT LAST MAY'S NATO SUMMIT 
TO PRESERVE THE CREDIBILITY OF NATO STRATEGY INTO THE 
I980'S. 

- THE 8,000-MAN INCREASE IS NOT SIMPLY A QUOTE TAIL-TO- 
TEETH UNQTE SUBSTITUTION AS WAS THE CASE WITH SEVERAL 
RECENT US ASSIGNMENTS OF COMBAT UNITS TO EUROPE. IT WILL 
CONSTITUTE A NET INCREASE IN US EORCES IN EUROPE, WHICH 
THEN WILL TOTAL SLIGHTLY OVER 300,000. (THIS TOTAL WILL 
NOT INCLUDE ANOTHER APPROXIMATELY 30,000 US NAVAL 
PERSONNEL AT SEA IN THE REGION.) THE INCREASE IS DESIGNED 

TO IMPROVE THE READINESS AND EARLY COMBAT CAPABILITY OP 
THESE EORCES - A MAJOR GOAL OF THE NATO DEEENSE 
INITIATIVES APPROVED AT LAST MAY'S NATO SUMMIT. THIS 
ADDITION TO US EORCES WILL BE IN US ARMY UNITS IN 
EUROPE - WHICH THEN WILL TOTAL OVER 210,000 - AND WILL 
BE CARRIED OUTLARGELY BY RAISING THE MANNING 
LEVELS OP US ARMY UNITS NOW STATIONED IN EUROPE. (A 
MINOR PART OP THE INCREASE WILL RESULT PROM THE ADDITION 
OP NON-COMBAT SUPPORT UNITS.) 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 0I440I 

- THE INCREASE WILL BE DEVOTED PRINCIPALLY TO: 

— - INCREASING THE MANNING LEVEL OP MECHANIZED INPANTRY 
BATTALIONS , OP ARMORED BATTALIONS AND OP DIVISIONAL 
ARTILLERY, ENGINEER, AND SUPPORT BATTALIONS. THIS WILL 
BRING THE PEACETIME AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OP THESE 
UP CLOSE TO THEIR WARTIME AUTHORI7ED LEVELS. 

— - PROVIDING THE ADDITIONAL MANPOWER POR OR REORGANIZA- 
TION OP COMBAT AVIATION UNITS, IN ORDER TO EMPHASIZE THE 
ANTI-ARMOR ROLE AND TO EQUIP THEM WITH 210 UE COBRA-TOW 
HELICOPTERS. 

— - TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OP 8" AND 155 MM ARTILLERY 
TUBES BY THE EQUIVALENT OP NINE BATTERIES. 

- TO ACTIVATE DIVISIONAL MISSILE MAINTENANCE 
COMPANIES AND CHEMICAL DEEENSE COMPANIES. 

- THE INCREASES WILL BE COMPLETED BY OCTOBER 1979. 

- ALL OF THIS INCREASE WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE NATO 
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GUIDELINES AREA, AND IS CONSISTENT WITH THE ALLIANCE'S 
POSITION ON THIS QUESTION - WE HAVE ALWAYS RESERVED 
THE RIGHT TO IMPROVE NATO EORCES IN THIS AREA PENDING 
THE CONCLUSION OE AN MBFR AGREEMENT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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QUOTE: CONFIDENTIALS 

TATE 0I440I 

E.O. II652:GDS 

TAGS: NATO, NAC, TGEN, MARR 

SUBJECT: PLANNED INCREASE IN US GROUND FORCES EUROPE 
REF: USNATO 273, DTG 1 1 1320Z JAN 78 

YOU SHOULD DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING IN DISCUSSING WITH SYG 
LUNS AND OTHER OFFICIALS PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENT 
TO THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL JANUARY 6 THAT QUOTE THE 
NUMBER OF US SOLDIERS IN EUROPE WILL INCREASE BY MORE 
THAN 8,000 IN THE NEXT YEAR AND A HALF, AND WE WILL 
SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVE OUR REINFORCEMENT CAPABILITY. 
UNQUOTE. THE PRESIDENT MADE THE STATEMENT IN THE CONTEXT 
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OF DETAILING STEPS THE US HAS UNDERWAY TO CARRY OUT THE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 014401 

DEEENSE INITIATIVES APPROVED AT LAST MAY'S NATO SUMMIT 
TO PRESERVE THE CREDIBILITY OF NATO STRATEGY INTO THE 
1980'S. 

— THE 8,000-MAN INCREASE IS NOT SIMPLY A QUOTE TAIL-TO- 
TEETH UNQTE SUBSTITUTION AS WAS THE CASE WITH SEVERAL 
RECENT US ASSIGNMENTS OF COMBAT UNITS TO EUROPE. IT WILL 
CONSTITUTE A NET INCREASE IN US EORCES IN EUROPE, WHICH 
THEN WILL TOTAL SLIGHTLY OVER 300,000. (THIS TOTAL WILL 
NOT INCLUDE ANOTHER APPROXIMATELY 30,000 US NAVAL 
PERSONNEL AT SEA IN THE REGION.) THE INCREASE IS DESIGNED 

TO IMPROVE THE READINESS AND EARLY COMBAT CAPABILITY OP 
THESE EORCES - A MAJOR GOAL OF THE NATO DEEENSE 
INITIATIVES APPROVED AT LAST MAY'S NATO SUMMIT. THIS 
ADDITION TO US EORCES WILL BE IN US ARMY UNITS IN 
EUROPE - WHICH THEN WILL TOTAL OVER 210,000 - AND WILL 
BE CARRIED OUTLARGELY BY RAISING THE MANNING 
LEVELS OP US ARMY UNITS NOW STATIONED IN EUROPE. (A 
MINOR PART OP THE INCREASE WILL RESULT PROM THE ADDITION 
OP NON-COMBAT SUPPORT UNITS.) 

— THE INCREASE WILL BE DEVOTED PRINCIPALLY TO: 

— INCREASING THE MANNING LEVEL OP MECHANIZED INPANTRY 
BATTALIONS , OP ARMORED BATTALIONS AND OP DIVISIONAL 
ARTILLERY, ENGINEER, AND SUPPORT BATTALIONS. THIS WILL 
BRING THE PEACETIME AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OP THESE 

UP CLOSE TO THEIR WARTIME AUTHORI7ED LEVELS. 

— - PROVIDING THE ADDITIONAL MANPOWER POR OR REORGANIZA- 
TION OP COMBAT AVIATION UNITS, IN ORDER TO EMPHASIZE THE 
ANTI-ARMOR ROLE AND TO EQUIP THEM WITH 210 UE COBRA-TOW 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 014401 

HELICOPTERS. 

— TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OP 8" AND 155 MM ARTILLERY 
TUBES BY THE EQUIVALENT OP NINE BATTERIES. 

— TO ACTIVATE DIVISIONAL MISSILE MAINTENANCE 
COMPANIES AND CHEMICAL DEEENSE COMPANIES. 
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- THE INCREASES WILL BE COMPLETED BY OCTOBER 1979. 

- ALL OF THIS INCREASE WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE NATO 
GUIDELINES AREA, AND IS CONSISTENT WITH THE ALLIANCE'S 
POSITION ON THIS QUESTION - WE HAVE ALWAYS RESERVED 
THE RIGHT TO IMPROVE NATO EORCES IN THIS AREA PENDING 

THE CONCLUSION OF AN MBFR AGREEMENT. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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